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hrh i le  i t  nay  ue l r  be  feas ib le  to  use  such
t e r ' n  q u e s  o f  s 1 ) b i l i s ! r  i o n  o u I r  I  L n e  p e r . o d
o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  r h e  s i t e  a n d  i n _ d o r e  c a s e s
fo .  the  fu r the !  re ten t ion  o f  the  a ich ive ,  they
obv ious ly  become unwie ldy  vhen ob jec ts  a re  re -
q u i r e d  f o r  c o n s t a n t  r e f e r e n c e  o r  d i s l r a y .  T o
I a c i t i t a t e  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  t o  p r e s e r v e  a n
o b i e c t  l a d e  f r o n  s e v e r d l  a r l  [ e r e n r  n a r e r  r d t , ,
t h e  s e c o n d  a p p r o a c h  t o  s t a b i l i s a t i o n  n u s t  b e
fo l loued.  Th is  approach cons ide .s  a r te fac ts
ind iv iduar ry  and is  d i rec ted  to  renov ing ,  and/
or  add ing ,  subs tances  to  the  archaeo log ica l
n a t e r i a l  i n  o i d e r  t o  b r i n e  i t  i n t o  e q u i t i b r i u n
Ni th  the  erv i ronnent .  l /h i1e  such techn iques
are  gencra l l y  ava i lab le  fo r  excavated  ar te fac ts
they  are  usuat ly  very  expens ive  in  t ine  and
m a t e r i a l s  c o n s u n e d ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  s t a b i l i -
s a t i o 4  p o s e s  a  d i l e n n a ;  w h i c h  s i t e s  o r  i n d i -
v i d u a l  a r t e f a c t s  a r e  t o  b e  s t a b i l i s e d  s i n ! 1 y
b I  c o n t r o l l e d  s t o r a g e  a n d  N h l c h  n e r i t  t h e
n o r c  c o s t l y  p r o c e d u r e ?  P a r a d o x l c a l l y  h o w e v e . ,
the  fo rne i  ne thod nay  in  the  long te rn  be
pre ferab le  s ince  the  techn iques  used fo r  t le
second ne thod have very  d i f fe ren t  leve ts  o f

o f ten  d i f l i cu l t  to  pu t  in to
prac t ice  and nay  have unuanted  or  unpred ic -
r a b  c  5 i d e  e { f e c L s  o n  r h p  n d r e r i a l ,  l e o p d r d , -
s i n g  f u t u r e  a n a l y s e s ,  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  t h e
poss ib i l i t y  o f  us ing  inproved conserva t ion
techn iques  in  the  fu tu re .

f i n d l l y ,  f L  t h e i  c o n s e r v " r : o  r d )  b e  p r a c r i  r d
on ob jec ts  to  render  then su i tab le  fo r  d isp tay
as  i t  i s  env isaCed a t  p resent .  Th is  nay  invo lve
the  pa ins tak ing  renova l  o f  a l1  obscur ing  i lepos i ts
fo l lowed by  techn iques  wh ich  a t tempt  ro  aake
the  ob iec t  nore  unders tandabte  to  ihe  nu t r
s p d c i a l i s t .  s i n c e  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n r r o l
adequate ly  the  env i ronnent  o f  a  d is l lay  a rea ,
s t a b i l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  b y  o t h e i  n e a n s
i s  e s s e n t i a l  b u t  i r  c a n  b e  d i f f i c u t t  t o

T h -  p o r e n L i e r  o f  c o n , e r r , r r o n  i 5  " i o . -
rang ing  and earens ive  and sone desree o f  j t
can  be  rea l i sed  a t  p resent .  Howe;er  no
a s p e c t  c a n  a s  y e t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o t a l l y
s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n d  n o r e  r e s e a r c h  i s  e s s e n t i a l .
C e r t a i n  s t a b i l i s a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  n a y  a p p e a r
sa t is fac to ry  in  the  shor t  te rn ,  bu t  s tud l
o f  t h e  p i o c e s s e s  o f  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  a n d  o r '
Ionc  te rn  a l te ra t ions  are  urcent ly  requ i red ,
s ince  nore  e f fec t i ve  ne thods  must  be  deve l -
o p n d .  d E a i n  .  o r a  i n v e s r r C a l o . y  r e  h n i q L e s
r n  u s e  a t  p r e s e n t  i n t e r f e r e  w i r h  s t a b i l i s a t i o n
and anarys is  o f  ob jec ts  in  the  fu tu re ;  o .n€r
ne thods  nus t  be  researched to  rep lace  rnen.

There  are  o the i  fac to rs  too  uh ich  t im l !  r t re
f u l f i l n e n t  o f  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l ,  t h e  n o s t
o b v  o . .  b e i n g  n o n e y  i n  r h .  r o . n  o t  p o s r , ,
r r n e  a n d  n d f e - i J l s .  A n o L h e r  i s . 1 e  r , c l  o {
ana ly t i ca l  fac i l i t i es  to  wh ich  conserva tors
have access ,  and ye t  anothe .  i s  the  snat t
n u n b e r  o f  t r a i n e d  c o n s e r v a t o r s ,  I i n a l l y ,
t h e  l a c k  o f  l i a i s o n  a n d  d i s s e n i n a t i o n  o r
i n l o f l a t r o  o e L U e e n  d l h c e o l o g r s
r r n o <  s p e c r a r r s r s  o n d  . o n c c r ! ! t o l s  . r r . e r .
b a t e s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a c k  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  r o r
the  ro le  o f  conserva t ion  in  a rchaeo logy  and
nuseuns.  Any  exchange o f  v ieqs  is  there fore
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The need fo r  a rchaeo log is ts
to  regard  a i te fac ts  as  a  va luab le

so fce  o f  in fo rna t ion  has  been
theme in  these papers .  However ,  we Knou tha t
L n  p r a L  I  L c e  t h r  e r r  r a c t i o n  o f  a  D e r c e ! t  i v eq y n L n e s r r  I ' o n  $ h a t  i 6 y  b e  r d n y  h J n d r e d s  o L
coroded_ob jec ts  i s  no  eas l  task ,  and the  way
" e  s h o L l d _ s e r  a b o r t  p r o d u c i n g  a n  r l l o r r d t  i v e

c - c h  5 0 J r c e s  i 5  n o r  r n n e d : a r e l y
obv lo ls .  However ,  f ron  th is ,  i t  shou ld  be
recog! ised  tha t  a  co l labora t ive  app ioach
I n c r J d r _ g  t 5 e
a r . h r e o r o g r .  r . a - d  c u - a t o r .  t r i g h r  e v e n t u a t t y

r m p r o \ e  o n  r l  r  ( _ n d  o f  c o n p r . r _
nented  comnents  r j r i ch  so  o f ten  I ind  the i r  wayr n r o  p r l n r  a t  p r e s e n t ,

work  on  f inds ,  as  on  o ther  sources  o f  a rchaeo-
l o g i c a l  d a t a ,  i f  i t  i s  t o  s e r v e  a  u s e f u l
purpose,  requ i res  l i ! s t ty  tha t  observa t ions

d r e  s ! r u p L l o u \ 1 y  d n d  c . e d r  t y
r e . o r d - d :  s e . o n d l ) ,  r h d t  L h e  r p q J i r e i e n l s

o t  e d .  h  p e r s o r  a  r e  r a d e  L I e d r
l o - r t a  o t h e r . p a r t : c i p a n t s i  L h i r d  v ,  r h d r

r s  a r r a n g e d  a n d  p r s s e d  0 1  i n  < u c h
a way tha t  i t  can  be  used by  o ther  nehbers
o f  the  tean and tha t  i t s  s iAn i f i cance can be
u n d e r s t o o d l  d - d  I o u r r n t v ,  r F d t  r l o s e  r e c e L v _ n g
I ' e  i n f o r r d L i o n  u n o p . . r a n d  r l \  l i n l r a t  r o n s  a n d
n a k e  u s e  o f  i t s  p o t e n t i a l .

To  take  as  an  exanp le  one par t  o f  the  process ,
. o r s " c \ a r i o n j  L l F n  I  b e A i n  H o r l  o n  d r  r r L e l a c t
I  n o L l o  i a e a l  l v  l l k e  r o  . n o "  d  g - e " r  d e d t  6 o o u l
r l 5  b a c l g r o -  d .  r r o n  t h c  d r c h J e o t o p r 5 r  I  \ o L t d
l i ke  to  know soneth ins  o f  the  s t rucaura l  in te r
pre ta t ion  o f  the  contex t r  Nas  i t  f ron  a  p i t ,
I l o o r ,  H o f l  d ! e e :  I  f  t h - r e  a r e  o r g a r i c  r ; , n r i n s
1n the  cor ros ion ,  uou ld  these be  o f  any  in te res t?
I  wou ld  l i ke  to  know the  approx ina te  da te ,  o r
a t  l e a s t  p e r i o d ,  o f  t h e  a r t e f a c t i  { h o  w i t l
under take  the  s tudy  o f  i t ,  and  what  n igh t  I  be
d b l .  r o  ( o r L r i b u r e  ' o  r h i s .  t  o  r h i s  e n d ,  d r r r
s h e e l s  s r . h  r )  r h o s c  p r o !  d e d  b r ' D a r i d  B r o L n
and Craene LaNsor  eou ld  be  a  r renendous advance) .
Fur ther ,  I  need to  knowJ uhat  w i l t  the  s to rage
cond i t ions  be? i { i l1  the  ob jec t  be  requ i red  io r
e x h i b i t i o n ,  o r  r i l t  i t  b e c o n e  p a r t  o f  t h e
arch ive  as  an  i ten  to  be  s tud ied?

T o  s o m e  e x t e n t  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  r h e  c o l s e r y a t o r ! s
job  to  l ind  these ansue is :  to  d iscover  who
are  the  re levant  peop le  a rd  contac t  then,  to
keep up  N i th  pub l i shed work ,  to  nake sur ;  tha t
p e o p l e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  c o n s e ! ,
r , t i o n  d p o - n J s  o n  . n o " i n g  o '  r 1 e  d p p - o a c h e s
a n d  r e q u r r e r n e n t s  o f  o t h e r s .

For  the  conserva tor ,s  oun par t ,  fu t l  and  c lear
conserva t lon  reco ids  fom the  foundat ion  o f  an l
subsequent  techn ica l  inyes t iga t ion ,  and nus t  be
a c c e s " i b l a  r o  o r l . e r  ! o r  . e r . .  F o r  l h i s  r e d .  o " ,
r h - r - - $ o u l d  s - a r ,  f o .  e i a i p l e ,  r o  b c  r  s t r o n g
! a s (  l o r  1 5 r - 8  t h e  a r r h z - o t o g i c d l  o -  r u s " u n
d . c F 5 . r o n  n u n b c r  r \ h i . h  e v c r y  o b j e c r  ,  o n . e r v F o
\ h o u l d  ! o s s F s \ )  t o  i d e n r r . y  r h c  r e r o r d  r a r f e r
than inpos ing  an  unre la ted  ' labora tory  nunbe i '
u h i c h  e n t a i l s  c r o s s - i e f e r e n c i n g .  a u t  s i n p l y
L e e p i n c  r p r o r d <  l ,  e q u r v d l p n r  i o  t t r -  c o n p i -
l a t i o n  o f  s i t e  n o t e  b o o k s .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  a
mat te r  o f  rou t ine  to  acconpa4y the  ar te fac t
when i t  re tu lns  to  i t s  owner  l i th  a  b r ie f
repor t  on  fea tures  {h ich  ner i t  a t ten t ion .  S lch
repor ts  cou ld  re l l  inc lude amota ted  drau ings ,
uh ich  wou ld  be  espec ia l l y  use fu l  dur ing  dra i ins
a n d  c a t a l o g u i n g  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .



I t  is  conservators who for  nany excavat ions
carry out  the nost  deta l led and conl rehensrve
revies of  the f inds af ter  excavat ion,  of ten
b€fore any other  Norker .  Perhaps,  therefore,
r h p y  s h o u l d  p l d y  a  n o r e  o L t " a r d - l o o  i n g  p d . l
in  the study of  f inds in  both archaeology and
nuseuns.  As wel l  as draHing at tent ion to
aspects of  ind iv idual  f inds,  conservators
night  coment  where possib le on f inds consld-
e r e d  d s  C r o J p "  -  a c r o r d i n g  r o  s i ' e  o t  c o n t e ^ t ,
or  according to funct ional  c lass.  Sur face
decorat ion and nethods o l  fabr icat ion,  fo .
instance,  are of ten not iced dur ing invest i -
gat ion and c leaning,  and i t  tou ld be a
re lat ive ly  easy step to rev ies the records
f o i  c e l t a i n  c t a s s e s  o f  o b j e c t s ,  a n d  s e e  i f
general  observat ions or  concl i rs ions could be
lut  fo  ard.  Another  possib i l i t l  uh ich con-
servators could bear  in  mind is  that  progrannes
of  iesearch in to aspects of  ar tefacts -  for
instance,  dyes,  or  the conposi t ion of  a l loys -
c o u l d  b e  s u g e e s t e d  o r  c o n n i s s i o n e d .  M o d e s t
but  carefu l ly  desisned pro j .c ts  could add a
gleat  deal  more to the understanding of
technology than do the one-of f  analyses Nl ich
are of ten cai r ied out  at  present ,  and i t
should not  be inpossib le to f ind funds,  and
laborator ies u i l l ing to carry out  such uork.

' n  
l n e r r  d a y - t o - d a r  r o r l , ,  t h e  } . n o L . t e d e -  t t a t

soneth ing nore than just  a c leaned object
uas expected and wourd be used uould encourage

to pay at tent ion to vhat  they
observed,  and to add to the pool  of  in for-
n a r  r o n  r h r c l  o - g h t  t o  b e  - o l l e c r e d  r o g e L n 4 r
a b o u t  e a c h  c l a s s  o f  o b j e c t ,  I t  s h o u l d
perhaps becone estabt ished pract ice to
publ ish,  { i th  f inds repor ts ,  a sunmary of
the ! r inc iDal  conservat ion techniques and
aplr ;aches_used:  th is  n ight  {e l1 af fect  the
interpretat ion of  f inds descr ipt ions,  and
the approach adopted by future vorkers.

I  have cols idered the par t  which could be
Dlaved by conservators in  the extract ion
i , r  iax in ln in fornat ion f ron archaeolos ical
ar tefactsJ in  order  to show ho{  i t  uould
be possib le to inprove on many aspects of
Dresent  pract ice in  f inds conservat ion.  A
; in i lar  iev iew of  the work of  other  par-
t r c r D a n r s  i n  r h p s e  s r u d i e s  h o u l d ,  -  f - e l ,
b e  v a . y  l r d e l y  t o . p v e d l  . o n p a r a b l e  p o 5 5 : -
b i l i t ies for  inprovenent .  Conservators are
at  the nonent  dependent  upon thei r  co l leagues
fron the a lchaeological  and curator ia l  pro-
fess ions to denonstrate by publ icat ion the
value of  ar tefacts as par t  of  the ev idence
about  the t ives of  t le  people {hose nater ia l
renains ee excavate.  The pubt ished excavat ion
or  f inds repor ts  uhich nake fu l1 use of  th is
evidence are fe{  indeed.  At  l resent  i t
requi ies an act  of  fa i th  for  the conservator
to bel ieve that  a1l  the painstak ing and of ter
e x p e n s r v e  L o r ^  o I  r e v e a l r n g  a n d  p r e s e . \ j r B
f inds is  {or thNhi le .  The t reasure hunters
in search of  "goodies"  could be condenned
wi th nore noral  force i f  professionals were
to shou nore convinc ingly ,  by the excel lence
of  thei r  lub l icat ions and d isplay,  what  is
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s t u d y . n {  l r n d s  i n r ' o l u e .  d n  i n i t : d l  q u p < r i o n
o f  r e c o e n r t r o n l  t h e r e  a r e  r n o s e  o b J e c t >  L l i c
N.  can recognize _ {e nay not  knoe {hat  tney
are but  at  least  they are fani l ia i  -  and thele
are those objects which we cannot  recognlze.
Happi ly  th is  la t ter  categoiy decreases year  by
year,  but  i t  $ i t l  a l  ays ex is t ,  and connon
, e r  s e  a n d  e x o e r  i e  . e  a l o n e  c a n  r d v  s p  o n  h o *
- o  l e a -  w r r n _ s u c h  o b  e c r s ;  r s  r t  r  J n r q u e
treasure o!  a unique b i t  o f  rubbish?

The second sor t ine process involves decid ing
{hether  or  not  th .  object .  is  one which con-
s e r v a t i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  t e t l  u s
soneth ins about .  A sherd of  Pot ter l  a  !1ece
o f  r l d s s ,  a  s n o o t h  b o n e  l o o l  -  l h a c P  a r e
o b j ; ,  r s  h h i c n  " -  " o u l d  n o L  n o r m a l  l v  e x p e c t
to learn nore about  f ron 'conservat lon ' ,  and
i t  is  unl ikety that  they lould even be sent
to the laboratory.  0f  course the exPert ise
and the tools  of  the coDservator  nay wel l  be
abte to help in  the study of  th is  sor t  of
o b j e c t ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  c o n s e r -
vat ion which nost  here.

But  there are hundreds of  objects about  {h ich
t h e  c o n s e r v a t o r  N i 1 l  b e  a b l e  t o  t e l l  u s
s o n e t h i n g :  h e t a l  o b j e c t s _ w h i c h ,  t h o u g h  i n t a c t
t h e m s e l v e s .  D r e s e r v e  1 n
o p . c e  o I  o  l e r  o b t e c t 5  l o h  v a n i s h e d ;  o o . e ( t s  o f
tuo nater ia ls ,  tNo neta ls ,  and especia l ly  objects
o r  a  c o r p o . l t e  s o r t  i " v o l v i n g  n e t a l s  a r d  o r g a ' r i c
nater ia ls  one of  which has par t ly  rot ted aray.
Perhals i t  is  these conposi te objects which we
nay exlect  to  y ie ld nost  to  conservat ion.
Ar tefacts such as these are a1l  of  course
o D l e c t s  ! h i c r  b y  t h e i r  v p D  n a ! u r e  " r l l  F q u r r e
c o n < e r v d t i o n ,  a 1 d  u l l l  A o  t o  l h "  l a b o r a t o r y .

lhat  is  lerhals not  50 obvious is  that  f inds-
leol le  n i rs t  p iov ide the quest ions i f  they are
to expect  conservators to l rov loe answers.
i t 's  nY exDer ience -  and i  an sure I  am not
a lone :  that  in fornat ion uhich I  had hoPei l
to  get  out  of  conservat ion has sonet ines not
been for thconins because I  had not  set  out
the ouest ions I  tanted ansuered.  How can i t
be o iherwise? only i l  I  share the problen
ui th the conservator  so that  he o!  she knous
{hat  to  look for  can l  expect  the hel !  I  need

one Hay oI  achiev ins th is  is  fo !  the object
to be exanined f i rs t  by the f inds expert ,
Nho could ther  pass i t  on to the conservator
{ i th  notes and aketches and a batch of  quest ions.
This is  a good systen because the exerc ise of
" r r . r n g  r h j r g s  d o h n  n e " n s  r \ a t  d e t a i l s  g e l
r e L o r o e o  r r t h ' _  I n a n  f o r l o t t e - ,  a r d ,  1 n  p r d c t  L ' ,
nore is  not iced than is  otherwise the case;
but  i t  takes a long t ine _ and i t  is  l in i ted
D )  r n "  i n t e r e s L  r n d  l n o " I e d g p  o f  t h e  p e r s o l
n ; . i n e  t h e  c o n n " n t s ,  a l l  o l  u s  n r v '  o u r  b l i n J

l  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  d e v e l o p e d  a  s e l i e s  o f
da ta-sheets  fo r  comon ob jec ts  -  sheets  {h ich
set  ou t  conc ise ly  uhat  1s  kno i ln  about  par t i cu la r
r ) p e -  o f  o b r " c r  w h d t  D r o b l e n .  a r e  L p p (  r n o s t

n  D e o D l e '  r i n J ,  d  d  ! f a t  t h e  o n s e r r d L i o n  o f

r . . .  r i c  c ' , m p  e  \ h r c h  v o J  l d v e  i n  ) o I
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